SEARS CATALOG HOMES
Sears House - "Rodessa" 1923

During Preservation Week, Mrs. Alma Hebenstreit received
the very first Sears Catalog Home award on May 14, 2001 at
the Village Hall. Her home, located at 531 S. Euclid, was built
in 1923 from the Sears House mail order kit and is the
"Rodessa" model.
A couple from Chicago had purchased the home from Sears
Roebuck & Co., and were building it by themselves. During its
construction, they would ride to Villa Park and sleep in a tent
in the backyard. At some point, the Hebenstreit family rented
the house to help pay for their expenses. After being
discouraged by the muddy roads in Villa Park and lack of
sidewalks, the original owners decided to sell the house before they ever moved in.
The Hebenstreit family purchased the house for $3,500. Surrounded by prairie land, the
neighborhood was really a great place to raise their two children. Following its architectural style,
the house was expanded in the 30's. A family room with a lovely stone fireplace and a back porch
were added.
Alma Hebenstreit celebrated her 100th birthday in 2001 and has
lived in this house for over 75 years. On February 3, 2003 she
was pleasantly surprised when her friends at Villa Park
Community Recreation Building, joined in song to wish her happy
102nd birthday, the day before her actual birth date. She was
presented with a lovely bouquet of flowers and everyone was
treated to refreshments including the beautifully decorated cake
topped with three candles - a one, zero and two. Even Larry
Rogowin from the Villa Park Review came out to cover this
special celebration that included best wishes from Villa Park
President, Rae Rupp Srch, and Jenny Campbell, program
supervisor.
Alma and her caretaker, Myrna Rew regularly visit the Senior Center, 320 E. Wildwood on Mondays
and Fridays to dine on meals prepared and delivered especially for seniors by York Township
Kitchens, Lombard. They and several others, who also play pinochle on these days at the drop-in
center, especially enjoy the Senior Meals Program.
This is not the first time Alma has been recognized by a Village of Villa Park group. On May 14,
2001 she received the very first Sears Catalog Home award from the Villa Park Historical
Preservation Commission during a village meeting.
Her home was built in 1923 from the Sears House mail order kit and is the "Rodessa" model.
Hebenstreit has resided there since she and her husband, the late Henry Hebenstreit first rented the
home from its original owners and then purchased it nearly eighty years ago.
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