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Traffic Impact Study Criteria 
 
1. Purpose of a traffic impact study 

• To determine what impact traffic travelling to and from the site will have on nearby streets. 
• To determine what specific traffic problems can be anticipated. 
• To determine what roadway or signal improvements can alleviate the anticipated traffic problems. 
• To determine the cost of the improvements needed to alleviate the anticipated traffic problems. 

2. Minimum Thresholds for a required traffic impact study 
• Development will generate 100 or more new inbound or outbound trips during peak hours. If this 

cannot be determined directly, the following thresholds should be used: 
a. 160 single family homes 
b. 220 multi-family homes 
c. 60,000 square feet general office space 
d. 10,000 square feet retail space 

• For developments less than the above thresholds, the following mitigating factors may necessitate 
a traffic study: 
a. High traffic volumes on the adjacent roadway that may effect movement into or out of the 

site 
b. Lack of existing left turn lane(s) on the adjacent roadway at he proposed access drive 
c. Inadequate horizontal or vertical sight distance at access points 
d. The proximity of the proposed access points to other existing drives or intersections 
e. The proposed use is a special use or conditional use zoning classification 
f. The proposed use involves a drive through operation 
g. Other mitigating factors identified by the Village Engineer 

3. Financial responsibility 
• Traffic studies must be provided at the developer's expense. The Village will either designate a 

traffic consultant or allow the developer to hire their own traffic consultant. The selected 
consultant must be approved by the Village. 

• The Village may review the traffic impact study in-house or elect to choose a consultant to 
perform an independent review. The review consultant would be hired at the Village's expense. 

4. Study contents 
• Scope of the traffic impact study will be determined before proceeding with the study. Elements 

which need to be determined include the following: 
a. Traffic related issues or problems identified by Village staff need to be addressed in the 

traffic impact study. 
b. The study area, or geographical area to be included in the study needs to be identified. It 

should be large enough to include all significant impacts of the proposed development. At a 
minimum, the area should include the adjacent traffic signal controlled intersections. 

c. Time frame- Projected traffic demands should be based on fully occupied conditions. For 
multi-phase developments, traffic demands at the end of each phase should be determined. 

d. Other factors- Non-site traffic growth in the study area, pedestrian traffic, school traffic, 
programmed transportation improvements, and other miscellaneous factors should be 
considered where appropriate. 

• Outline of traffic impact study contents: 
Content of an impact study 

 The following is an outline of what should be included in an impact study. 
I. Introduction 

a. Letter of transmission identifying who did report for whom. 
b. Description of proposed land use and building floor space in development. 
c. Identification of peak hours and whether weekday or Saturday, to be used in impact 

analysis. 
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d. Description of study area. 
e. Location of proposed access points. 

II. Base traffic conditions 
a. Description of road network and intersections in vicinity of site specifically at the 

access points. 
b. Counts during peak-impact hours. 
c. Gap or queue length studies, if appropriate. 

III. Site traffic generation 
a. Trip generation rates used and source. 
b. Traffic generated during peak-impact hours. 

IV. Site traffic distributions 
a. Method used. 
b. Table or figure showing estimated site traffic movements by direction. 
c. Discussion of method used for traffic assignment and assumptions used for 

assignment of traffic to network.  
V. Non-site traffic projections 

a. Definition of design year (opening of proposed development or other agreed upon 
points in item). 

b. Identification of developments in study area whose traffic is to be included in impact 
calculations. 

c. Adjustment of off-site through traffic volumes, if needed, using agreed upon growth 
rate. 

d. Assembling of off-site traffic forecast for design year, if needed. 
VI. Traffic assignments 

a. Assignment of peak period traffic to intersections and access points. 
b. Figures for existing peak impact hours traffic, site traffic, and total traffic. 
c. Recommended access design and improvements. 

VII. Review of site plan 
a. Internal reservoir at access points. 
b. Parking layout. 
c. Loading dock locations and access, including design truck used. 
d. Recommended changes. 

VIII. Discussion of future traffic conditions (if needed) 
a. Through traffic growth. 
b. Other developments in area. 

IX. Summary of findings and recommendations (may be listed in outline for at beginning of 
report). 

 
The final report should include all assumptions and data used in the technical analyses. Any 
recommendations in the report should be reviewed with Village staff before presentation at a public 
meeting or hearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
**Note: These criteria were adapted from the article "A Guideline for Local Officials: Traffic 
Impact/Access Studies" by the Illinois Section of ITE, published in the ITE Journal in July 1992. 
 
 
 


